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November 2, 2021

Municipal Court



Background

• The City of Wichita Municipal Court is required to provide 
legal defense services to indigent persons accused of a 
jailable offense and unable to afford a private attorney.

• Pursuant to Section 1.04.210 of the City Code, Municipal 
Court contracts with attorneys to provide legal defense 
services to indigent persons.

• In 2020, indigent defense services were provided to 
approximately 4,500 defendants.
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Analysis
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• Municipal Court requested proposals from attorneys interested in 
representing indigent defendants.  One proposal was received 
from the current vendor, The Law Office of Lautz, Mueller & 
Osburn.

• In accordance with Administrative Regulation 1.2, a staff screening 
and selection committee was formed to ensure that the current 
vendor remains qualified to provide legal defense services to 
indigent clients appearing in Municipal Court.



Analysis
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• Lautz, Mueller, and Osburn attorneys have over 35 combined 
years of public defender experience. Osburn will assign three 
defense attorneys to Municipal Court dockets each day. 
Additionally, Lautz, Mueller & Osburn will provide a dedicated 
phone line to Municipal Court-appointed clients and offer office 
hours for client consultations at an office located outside City Hall.

• Defense attorneys, a paralegal, and office staff will be available to 
answer questions and assist clients appointed legal      
representation pursuant to this contract.



Financial Considerations
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• The contract is for one-year, with four one-year renewal periods. 
The annual contract is $375,000, with one percent increases 
included annually.

• To help offset the costs of providing public defender services, a 
public defender fee is included in court costs for each case 
convicted in Municipal Court.  Additional collections are generated 
through an indigent defendant co-pay.

• Public defender fees and co-pays are projected to fully offset the 
annual costs of the indigent defense services contract.



Legal Considerations
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The contract has been approved as to form by the Law 
Department.



Recommendations/Action
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It is recommended the City Council 
approve the contract and authorize the 
necessary signatures. 


